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How much 
do you 
study? 

See SCHEDULE, page 4
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 A history of Mideast strife  
With the Hamas 
electoral victory, 
tensions are as high as 
ever in the Middle East.  
The Gavel looks at the 
history of the Israeli/
Palestinian conþict.  

LAW, PAGE 3

A new generation of networking
New Web sites facilitate 
networking among 
professionals.  The 
Gavel looks at different 
options and uses of 
these new means of 
communication.  
   
OPINION, PAGE 7

New challenge to Roe v. Wade

Crocker, Falk to become deans

Spring 2007 
schedule to 
be changed 

A group of C-M students spent their 
spring breaks in New Orleans working 

with legal and community organizations. 

See SAFETY, page 3
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C-M implements 
safety measures 
around building  

New legislation in South 
Dakota makes abortion 
illegal.  The Gavelôs 
columnists weigh the 
effects that this will 
have on their respective 
positions.  

BROADSIDE, PAGE 5

Turn to page 7 for more.

See APPOINTMENT, page 2

C-M students traveled to The Big Easy for spring break to 
help with the Katrina relief effort.  The trip was funded by SBA, 
DLO, SPILO, WLSA and the C-M administration.  

By Margan Keramati
STAFF WRITER 

Three new safety measures 
will be implemented at C-M as a 
result of a university-wide safety 
audit headed by the University 
Police. 

The most pressing safety con-
cerns with the law building are the 
number of entrances, the number 
of personal property thefts, and 
safety concerns for staff in the 
Deanôs suite, the library circulation 
desk, and the student services cen-
ter, according to Michael Slinger, 
Associate Dean and Director of the 
Law Library. 

Slinger is working with David 
Genzen, Director of Technology 
Operations, and Victoria Plata, Di-
rector of Budget and Administra-
tion, to implement new technology 
to combat these problems.

Dean Slinger said the audit 

revealed that the entrance on the 
corner of East 18th Street and Eu-
clid Avenue is the most dangerous 
entry into the university.  

As a result, the entrance is go-
ing to be temporarily converted 
into an emergency exit until build-
ing renovations begin, at which 
point that entrance will no longer 
exist. 

ñIôve talked to a lot of students 
who have concerns about the 
safety of that entrance, and most 
of the thefts that I know about are 
in that area and in the law library,ò 
Slinger said.

In addition, 16 safety cameras 
are going to be installed, primarily 
by exits, and situated in a way to 
record the identity of a perpetrator 
before they exit the building.  

The relatively great number 
of building entrances is a concern 
because people who do not have 

By Tiffany Elmore
GAVEL CONRIBUTOR

Two C-M faculty members 
and an administrator have been 
appointed to deanships and will 
make the transition into their new 
positions as soon as this summer.

Professor Phyllis Crocker will 
replace Associate Dean Linda Am-
mons, who will be leaving after 
this academic year, and Professor 
Patricia Falk will become the as-
sociate dean for Faculty Develop-
ment and Student Achievement, a 
newly created position.

Associate Dean Linda Am-
mons will be leaving C-M to 
assume her position as the dean 
of Widener Law School.  She has 
been a member of the C-M faculty 
since 1991 and has contributed to 

By Adam Davis
STAFF WRITER

Cleveland-Marshall College of 
Law students will now be returning 
to school one week earlier after 
winter break than in past years.

C-M faculty recently voted in 
favor of the change to begin classes 
in the 2007 spring term one week 
earlier than classes began this year, 
moving the starting date to January 
8, 2007 from January 15.  

In addition to the faculty vote, 
the change was passed by a major-
ity in the SBA Senate with only 
one student in opposition.  

The senateôs vote reþected the 
preference of the majority of the 
C-M student body.  

Of the 230 students who re-
sponded to an e-mail survey re-
garding the change, 125 supported 
the proposed change while 105 
were in opposition. 

The twofold rationale behind 

the law schoolôs development and 
growth as both a professor and as 
the associate dean of Student Ser-
vices in the past three years.

Ammons said she has enjoyed 
her tenure reþecting on highlights 
such as ýrst-year students experi-
encing their ýrst week of school, 
later graduating, and then watch-
ing graduates fulýll their dreams.  

In her absence, her successor 
will have many responsibilities 
including planning First Night, 
First Week (formally ñOrienta-
tionò) and focusing on the bar 
passage rate.  

When asked how her experi-
ences at C-M have prepared her 
for her new position, Ammons 
said that working at the largest law 
school in Ohio is very helpful in 

her transition to Widener, which 
operates on two campuses and is at 
least twice the size of C-M.  

Additionally, she said that her 
time at C-M as a faculty member 
and her role in administration have 
both provided an experience base 
that has exposed her to resolving 
many issues contributing to the 
development of C-M.  

Ammons offered words of 
guidance to C-M students as to 
how to achieve their goals in law 
school and their careers.  

ñNever give up. Do the best 
you can do and pace yourself,ò 
said Ammons.  ñThere are so many 
opportunities for C-M grads as 
well as other law students in terms 
of being able to put to great use 
this law degree.ò  

National percentage of students who spent 20 hours 
or more reading and prepping for class in 2005.

          1L
 Full-time:   81%
 Part-time:   63%
  2L
 Full-time:   65%
 Part-time:   56%
         3L
 Full-time:   49%
 Part-time:   43%

Source: The National Jurist
Results from the Law School Survey of Student Engagment 




