
WELCOME TO YOUR FIRST YEAR
Dear Student: 

Welcome to your first year of law school.  We want to take a moment to thank you for participating in the Mentor Program.  This program is one that can benefit you in more ways than you can imagine as you work your way through law school and, ultimately, as you enter the legal community.  As attorneys who have gone through the “law school experience” and have survived, we hope that we can give you a little insight, with the hope that you will make the most of your law school experience and enjoy it along the way.
What are your goals for the “law school experience”?  More likely than not, your goals are: 

1. To graduate in 3 or 4 years.
2. To pass the bar after graduation on one try.
3. To have a job waiting for you after you take the bar.
Believe it or not, many law students enter law school thinking that they will achieve those goals simply by paying tuition and coming to class.  Unfortunately, this is the WRONG approach and law school MUST be taken seriously!  It is unlike any other schooling that you have had.  The better you perform and the more effort you put in to law school, the better your chances of achieving all of these goals.

How do you achieve your goals?  Work extremely hard to get the best grades possible.  This not only makes the likelihood of passing the bar exam on your first try higher, but, it also helps when looking for a law clerking position or a job in the future.  Find out what your professors want and give it to them.  It never hurts to get to know a professor and, grades are extremely important, especially in your first year.  See the professor early in the first semester and ask him or her insightful and intelligent questions.  You will do much better if you know the professor’s sty[image: image1]le and technique and determine what the professor is looking for from you, the student.  Only you can do this, no one can do it for you. 

But you need more than good grades to achieve your goals.  You should also participate in an activity like Law Review, Journal of Law and Health or Moot Court.  You will benefit enormously by gaining exposure in a law office/legal setting, such as an externship, a clinical experience or becoming a law clerk.  Get involved in as many of the above as you can.  Do, however, remember that not everyone will be in the top 10% of the class.  You can still have a fulfilling and successful career even if you end up in the bottom 50% of the class.  Just make sure that you have put forth your best efforts along the way.   Also, participate in all of the networking opportunities available.  You’re already taking the first step by participating in the Mentor Program!

Last, but certainly not least, take full advantage of having a mentor – lean on us, use us, call us.  USE YOUR MENTOR!  A mentor can not only be a sounding board when you’re going through a rough time, but, a mentor can also be used to network, gain insight on the legal market, ask questions about professors, give tips on interviewing and become an ally as you enter the legal workforce in years to come.  The mentor program is here for you.  You will get out of it what you put into it, and, there’s much to be gained from your mentor.

YOU ARE GOING TO MAKE IT, AND WE ARE GOING TO HELP YOU!  We truly wish you all the best this year and look forward to getting to know you. 

Sincerely,
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 Kevin M. Butler ’01

Mary McKenna
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Executive Director
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