PROPERTY (LAW 514)

________________________________
COURSE SCHEDULE (Subject to change with notice) 
Class 1:  
Tuesday, January 13, 2026
CHAPTER 1 The Concept of Property
A. Why Recognize Property, pages 1-14
1. Five Theories of Property
2. 	Two Stories: The Fox and The Celebrity
(but we’re only doing the fox)	
Class 2:
Thursday, January 15, 2026
B.	What Is Property?, pages 24-26
2.	Right to Exclude, pages 46-63
William Blackstone, 3 Commentaries on the Laws of England
Jacque v. Steenberg Homes, Inc.
Points for Discussion
State v. Shack
Points for Discussion
Perspective and Analysis - Jerry L. Anderson excerpt, Britain’s Right to Roam: Redefining the Landowner’s Bundle of Sticks
Class 3
Tuesday, January 20, 2026

3. Right to Use, pages 63-76
Sundowner, Inc. v. King (provided by email)
Points for Discussion
Prah v. Maretti 
Points for Discussion
4. Right to Destroy, pages 76-87
Eyerman v. Mercantile Trust
Points for Discussion
Perspective and Analysis, Lior Jacob Strahilevitz, The Right to Destroy
Summary, pages 87-88
Class 4
Thursday, January 22, 2026

CHAPTER 2 Owning Real Property, pages 89-90
A. Adverse Possession, pages 90-99, 118-125
1.	Elements of Adverse Possession
Gurwit v. Kannatzer
Points for Discussion (a-f only)
Class 5
Tuesday, January 27, 2026
3.	Proving Adverse Possession, pages 118-125
Howard v. Kunto
Points for Discussion
4.	Other Procedural Issues, pages 125-126
a.	Disabilities
b.	Identity of the Parties

Short Writing Assignment via Blackboard
Class 6
Thursday, January 29, 2026
CHAPTER 3 Owning Personal Property, 153
A. Rule of Capture, pages 8-14, 153-165
Pierson v. Post from Chapter 1, pages 8-14
State v. Shaw
Points for Discussion
Popov v. Hayashi
Points for Discussion

Class 7
Tuesday, February 3, 2026

B. Finders, pages 165-168, 179-185 
Armory v. Delamirie
Points for Discussion
Benjamin v Linder Aviation, Inc.
Points for Discussion
McAvoy v. Medina
Points for Discussion
Points for Discussion, 183-184 (c-i only)
Summary, page 214

Practice Exam (required) via Blackboard
AVAILABLE 5 p.m. on 2/5/2026 
DUE by 5 p.m. on 2/8/2026 

Classes 8 and 9
Thursday, February 5 and Tuesday, February 10, 2026

CHAPTER 5 Estates and Future Interests, 295
A. A Short History, pages 296-298
Workbook on Estates and Future Interests, Coletta
How to Use this Workbook, page 3



B.	Modern Freehold Estates, 298-300
1.	Fee Simple Absolute, 300-301, 303-304 (b-e only)
Points for Discussion (b-e only)
Workbook, Coletta
Basic Analysis, pages 4, 5
Bullet Points: Present Possessory Estates, Fee Simple Absolute, page 6
Fee Simple, pages 19-34





2.	Life Estate, 305-306, 312 (g only)

Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, Life Estate, page 6
Life Estate, pages 35-54






Points for Discussion, page 312 (g only)

3. Fee Tail, pages 317-319
Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, Feel Tail, page 7, 
Fee Tail, pages 55-74
Bullet Points, Term of Years, page 8






Points for Discussion, 318-319
4.	Fee Simple Defeasible, pages 319-322, 328 (d and e only)
a.	Fee Simple Determinable
Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, Fee Simple Determinable, page 9




b.	Fee Simple Subject to a Condition Subsequent, 320-321

Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, Fee Simple Subject to Condition Subsequent, page 10




c.	Fee Simple Subject to an Executory Limitation, 321-322

Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, Fee Simple Subject to Executory Limitation, page 11






Points for Discussion, 332-333 (d, e, and estates chart only)
Workbook, Coletta
Fee Simple Defeasible, pages 81- 96
Term of Years, pages 97-98




C.	Modern Future Interests, pages 333-335
1.	Future Interests Retained by the Transferor, 335-337Workbook, Coletta
Review the future interests sections for all estates in Bullet Points, pages 6-11
Future Interests Diagrams pages 100-102

Points for Discussion


2.	Future Interests Created in a Transferee, 337-344Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, Future Interests, pages 12 – 13
Remainders, pages 1-3-130
Study Future Interests Diagrams pages 100-102
Executory Interests, pages 131-150




a.	Remainders
Points for Discussion
b.	Executory Interests
Points for Discussion

Class 10 
Thursday, February 12, 2026
D.	Rules Furthering Marketability, 344-345
Workbook, Coletta
Rules Furthering Marketability, page 153



1.	Rule in Shelley’s Case, 345-346
Points for Discussion   

Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, page 14
Rule in Shelley’s Case, page 155 - 180





2. Doctrine of Worthier Title, 347-348

Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, page 14
Doctrine of Worthier Title, page 181-212






Points for Discussion

1. Doctrine of Destructibility of Contingent Remainders, 348-350



Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, page 14
Destructibility of Contingent Remainders, page 213-236






Points for Discussion
2. Rule Against Perpetuities, 350-353


Workbook, Coletta
Bullet Points, page 15
Rule Against Perpetuities, page 237-294




Points for Discussion, 356-360 (c 2nd paragraph only, e-k)
Summary, page 360-361
Class conveyances
Estates Review Problems 
Workbook, Coletta
Review Problems, pages 295-378
Glossary, pages 379-384





NOTE: Tuesday 2/17/26 is masquerading as a Monday!! 
NO PROPERTY CLASS
[image: ]

Class 11
Thursday, February 19, 2026
Midterm #1 (Estates in Land & Future Interests ONLY)  in class delivered via Blackboard and proctored with Respondus Lockdown Browser and Monitor

Class 12 and 13
Tuesday, February 24, and Thursday, February 26, 2026
CHAPTER 6 Concurrent Ownership and Marital Property, 
A.	Concurrent Ownership, 363
1.	Modern Concurrent Estates, 364-369
James v. Taylor
Points for Discussion
2.	Severance, 369-374
Tenhet v. Boswell
Points for Discussion
3.	Partition, 374-382
Ark Land Co. v. Harper
Points for Discussion
4.	Cotenant Rights and Duties, 382-386
Esteves v. Esteves
Points for Discussion
Summary, 416
As applicable
Class 14
Tuesday, March 3, 2026
CHAPTER 7 Leasing Real Property, 419-420
If you have one, bring a lease to class for each class in this segment.  It doesn’t matter whether you’re the tenant or the landlord and it doesn’t matter whether it’s old or current.

A.	Creating the Tenancy  (If you are, or have ever been, a landlord or a tenant, look at your lease.  What kind of tenancy does it create?)
2.	Selecting the Estate, 435-442
a.	Term of Years Tenancy
b.	Periodic Tenancy
c.	Tenancy at Will
d.	Tenancy at Sufferance
Effel v. Rosberg
Points for Discussion
3.	Negotiating the Lease, pages 442 
3. Delivering Possession, 443-448
Keydata Corp. v. United States
Points for Discussion

Class 15
Thursday, March 5, 2026
B. Condition of the Premises, 448
1.	The Challenge of Substandard Housing, 448-450
In re Clark
Points for Discussion. 
2.  Constructive Eviction, 451-455
Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Co. v. Kaminsky
Points for Discussion
3. The Implied Warranty of Habitability, 464-470
Wade v. Jobe
Teller v McCoy
Points for Discussion
.
[image: ]March 10 to 16, 2025

Class 16
Tuesday, March 17, 2026
C. Transferring the Tenant’s Interest, 470-476
Ernst v. Conditt 
Points for Discussion,476-480 (a, d, e, g only)

D.	Ending the Tenancy, 487
1.	Abandonment, 488-494
Sommer v. Kridel
Points for Discussion
2.	Security Deposits, 494-496
	Points for Discussion
3.  	Eviction, 496-501
Elk Creek Management v. Gilbert
Points for Discussion
Summary, as applicable 508-509

Class 17
Midterm #2 (Essay) March 19, in class.
One essay question, completely closed book, via Blackboard with Respondus Lockdown and Proctor, covering everything up through Leasing Real Property, but excluding Estates in Land and Future Interests problems 

Class 18
Tuesday, March 24, 2026
CHAPTER 8 Selling Real Property, 511-512
A.	The Purchase Contract 
1.	Statute of Frauds, 512-520
Hickey v. Green
Points for Discussion
2.	Marketable Title, 520-526
Lohmeyer v. Bower
Points for Discussion

Class 19
Thursday, March 26, 2026

3.	Equitable Conversion, 527-531
Brush Grocery Kart, Inc. v. Sure Fine Market, Inc.
Points for Discussion
4.	Duty to Disclose, 531-549
Stambovsky v. Ackley
Points for Discussion
Class 20
Tuesday, March 31, 2026
Agents and Brokers (info on Blackboard, not from our book)
B.	The Closing, 539-540
1.	The Deed, 540-546
Rosengrant v. Rosengrant
Points for Discussion
2.	Remedies for Breach, 550 only
Class 21
Thursday, April 2, 2026
C.	Title Assurance, 556-557
1.	Title Covenants, 557-565
Brown v. Lober
Points for Discussion
2.	Title Opinion Based on Search of Public Records, 566-569, 577-578
a.	The Recording System
b.	How to Search Title
NOT c.
d.	The Recording Acts, 577-578
Points for Discussion, 584-585, f- h only)
e.	Chain of Title Problems, 585-588
Points for Discussion, 590-593 (e and f only)
3.	Title Insurance, 598-600
Summary, 605-607, as applicable 

Class 23
Tuesday, April 7, 2026
CHAPTER 9, Financing Real Property, 609-610
A. Creating the Obligation, 610-613
B. Providing the Security, 614-619
1. Mortgage
Points for Discussion
2. Deed of Trust
3. Installment Land Contract
Points for Discussion
4. Equitable Mortgage, 623 only

Class 23
Thursday, April 9, 2026

C. Foreclosing on the Security, 630-634
1. Borrowers Rights Before Foreclosure Sale
2. Judicial Foreclosure
3. Non-judicial Foreclosure
4. Results of the Foreclosure Sale
Points for Discussion
5. Special Mortgage Priority Rules
D. Exercising Rights After Foreclosure, 634-636
1. Protecting the Borrower
2. Protecting the Lender
Points for Discussion, 642 (f only)
Summary, 643-644
Class 24
Tuesday, April 14, 2026

CHAPTER 10 Private Land Use Planning, 645-646
A.	Easements, 646-684
1.	Creating Easements
Points for Discussion
Emanuel v. Hernandez (easement implied by prior use)
Points for Discussion
Berge v. State of Vermont (easement implied by necessity)
Points for Discussion

Class 25
Thursday, April 16, 2026

O’Dell v Stegall (easement by prescription)
Points for Discussion
Kienzle v. Myers (easement by estoppel)
Points for Discussion
2. Interpreting Easements
Marcus Cable Associates, L.P. v. Krohn (scope of the easement)
Points for Discussion
3. Terminating Easements
Points for Discussion, 690 d. and e. only
4. Negative Easements, 691-692
Points for Discussion


Class 26
Tuesday, April 21, 2026
	B.	Land Use Restrictions, 693-714
1.	Traditional Approach
a.	Real Covenants
Deep Water Brewing, LLC v. Fairway Resources Ltd.
Points for Discussion
b.	Equitable Servitudes
Gambrell v. Nivens
Points for Discussion
2.	Restatement Approach
3.	Discriminatory Covenants
Shelley v. Kramer
Points for Discussion
Summary, as applicable, 739-740

Exam Prep Session
Date and time, TBD 
Practice for the final exam
Go over past year final 
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