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PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO THE OHIO CONSTITUTION

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
To adopt Article XIX of the Constitution of the State of Ohio.
‘THIS PROPOSED AMENDMENT WOULD:

1. CHANGE THE SYSTEM OF SELECTING MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO SO THAT THEY
WOULD BE ELECTED ON A NONPARTISAN BASIS RATHER
THAN APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR, AND THAT CANDI-
DATES FOR THE OFFICE RECEIVE A FORM OF PUBLIC
FINANCING FOR THEIR CAMPAIGNS;

2. GIVE THE COMMISSION THE AUTHORITY TO SUPERVISE
AND REGULATE EVERY PUBLIC UTILITY (EXCEPT MUNICL
PALLY OWNED UTILITIES). RAILROADS, AND OTHER
TRANSPORTATION FOR HIRE WITHIN THE STATE AS MAY BE
PROVIDED BY LAW:

3. PROVIDE FOR ONE COMMISSIONER TO BE ELECTED
CHAIRMAN BY MAJORITY VOTE OF COMMISSION MEMBERS,
AND GRANT TO THE CHAIRMAN SOLE AUTHORITY OVER
THE APPOINTMENT, REMOVAL AND COMPENSATION OF
COMMISSION EMPLOYEES INCLUDING SPECIAL SERVICE
CONTRACTS.

IF ADOPTED, THIS AMENDMENT SHALL TAKE EFFECT ON
DECEMBER 2, 1982.

(Proposed by Initiative Petition)
‘A majority yes vote is necessary for passage.

RS SHALL THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT
BE ADOPTED?

NO

ARGUMENT FOR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT

A yes vote for this amendment s a vote for election and against ap-
‘pointment of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, the P.U.C.O.
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vstem of political appointment has kept the P.U.CO.
stacked with political hacks and utility yes-men.

Vote Yes because the amendment:

 Puts regulation of utilities where it belongs—in the hands of the
rate-paying public

@ Assures accountability, because every two years one or more com-
missioners will be elected, with a full airing of key issues.

# Abolishes the appointed P.U.C.0. and creates an elected P.U.C.0. of
five commissioners chosen for six-year terms in statewide, non-
partisan contests.

* Requires Legislature toprovide some form of public financing. This
won't prohibit private contributions, but gives all candidates who
meet legislative funding standards a fair chance to reach the public.

© Strictly prohibits canflicts of interest during term of office and for
two years thereafter.

® Requires every utility rate increase case be heard by a commis-
sioner in person, not just by aides.

‘A Yes vote will prevent utilities from:

 Charging hundreds of millions of dollars for additional nuclear
power units that never get built.

® Allowing shoddy, life-endangering nuclear plant construction that
falls so far behind schedule that coats go up 500-600 percent.

* Buying expensive out-of state gas, refusing o buy cheaper Ohio
gas and slapping the extra costs on you.

Direct Election is endorsed by I8ading Ohicans, including Martin
Janis, director Ohio Commission on Aging; Rep. William Mallory (Cincin-
nati), Ohio House majority floor leader; Rep. Mike Stinziano (Colurbus);
Rep. Benny Bonanno (Cleveland); Rep. Joseph Vukovich (Youngstown):
Prosecutor Lee Falke (Montgomery County) and Commissioner Ray Kest
(Lucas County).

They are not fooled by any so-called reform bill. It's just & utility
smokescreen, and the people aren't fooled, either.

Put the public back in the P.U.C.O.

Vote YES on Issue 3.

Committee For the Amendment: Thomas E. Ferguson,
Henry W. Eckhert

ARGUMENT AGAINST THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT

Many people are concerned about reform in utility regulation. This
concern has been reflected by the Ohio General Assembly which has
passed a major utility reform bill scheduled to go into effect next January
11, At the same time, this initiative, [ssue 3, has been proposed directly to
voters by a small group of dissidents who failed to get their way in the
legislature.

‘The old way of electing utility commissioners is gone forever. The
choice for voters in November is whether to adopt the reform passed by
Targe majorities of both Democrats and Republicans in the legislature, or to
gamble on the ilk-considered and poarly thought-out initiative proposed by a
radical group.

Reasons to oppose Issue  include:

» Important studies show that elected commissioners may actually

increase the cost consumers pay for utility service.

 Issue 3 mandates public financing for utility commissioner elec-

tions. This means five statewide offices will have taxpayer-financed
elections, with no limit on how many candidates can run for each.
Paying for political campaigns from the state treasury is & scheme
Ohioans have always opposed overwhelmingly.

Justice of the Supreme Court of Ohio. The
office f Public Utities Comimissioner shall
be lited irst on the nonpartisan ballok, to-
gether with the e of the offce and the
ates orthe commencement and term of the
office "The eloction procedures, the count-
ing of the votes, canvass of results, and de.
trmination of the succesaful candidate
Shall be the zame 8 for & Jnstice af the Su.
preme Court.

SECTIONS COMPENSATION.
‘The Public Uicies Commissioners shall
Feceive for their services, & compensation (o
e establishod by law, which shall be'at
icast squal o the amont peid o Judges of
the Courts of Appeals of this State, which
may be increased during the term of the of
fice for which they shall have been &
pointed o elacted. Such Commissioners
Shall receive n fees oF perquisites,nor hold.
ny other offics of rofi ar (rust during the
Lerm of their ofice, No such Commissioner
‘shall hold any stocks o bonds of, or be in
ny manner pecuniadly interested i, any
rility. railroud, or ather corporation. reg.
ulated by the Pubic Utities Commission oF
O, oF any ocher orpovatian, i, or
ahip, Which hits any pecuniary
in & ity rliroad, or ocher cor.
poration, reguiated by the Public Uliities
Commission of Ohio. No Commissioner shal

butshall devote his entire time to the
duties of the adfice.

SECTION 10 REMOVAL FROM OFFICE.
Commissianers may be removed from of.
fie Tor incompetence, nonfessance, misfen-
Sance, or malfeasanea n offic by concar-
rent resolution of bath houses of the Gen:
sembly, if two thirds of the members
clactedto exch house concur therein. No
Such removal hail be made éxcept upon
Written complaint signed by ten (10) merm.

bers of the General Asserbly, notice to the

Commissioner o charged, ¢ foll opport
3 o e heard, and with substantive and
procedural due process of Taw Afforded o
£aid person. Any vilation of the terms of
this Amendment may be convidered
ot or vl from offe. The Gan:
Gral Assemtly shall provide for the sub-
Etantive and procedural due process of low
o e afforded

SECTION 11 VAGANGY IN OFFICE.

If the office of Commissioner bacomes
vacant because of the death, resignation, or
removal from office, the Governor with the
advice gnd consent of tho Sanate, shall,
Seithin & period of thirty (3 days, appoint &
aualified person to il the vacancy. The ap-
pointed person shall serve untl a successor
i locted and takos offce. Such succeasor
chall b elécted for the uriexpired tarm of
the vacant offie at th firat penera] sles-
on that oceurs more than sty (F0) G155
affer the vacancy has occurred, The Com-
‘missioner cloctod pursuant 1o this section
shall old affice from the date of s lection
Gntil the ‘end of tha term for which his
elected prodecessor wis clected, or Untl hia
Successor takes office.

SECTION 12 SUBSEQUENT EMPLOY-
MENT.

Any person who has been 1 Commissioner
oftne Faiie Uritios Corsmitsion may nok
for u two (3 yoar period commencing the
iy he saa s et & Commtntaatonet et ba

:
]
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® Issue 3 provides no gualifications for the office of commissioner. The
General Assembly’s reform, however, provides commissioners
must have experience in fields such as energy, law, finance, ac-

counting or engineering.

® The most frightening element of Issue 3 is that it makes the
utilities commission chairman an absolute czar, with sole authority
to hire, fire and set salaries of commission employees. It does away
‘with Civil Service provisions of the legislative reform act. This pro-
‘posal ie an invitation to political cronyism and corruption.

VOTE NO ON ISSUE 3.
Committee Against the Amendment: Richard Finan, Helen Fix,

+ ISSUE 3
TEXT OF PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PEOPLE
OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

ARTICLE XIX PUBLIC UTILITIES

COMMISSTON
SECTION 1 CREATION OF PUBLIC
UTILITIES COMMISSION.

There s hereby created a Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio, by which name the
Commission may sue and ba sued. The
Commission shall consist of five (§) Public
Utilities Commissioners who shall be
elected'in the state at large. AC it nitial
meeting in January of each year im-
madiately following & general election, the
Commiseion shall elect from jts member.
ship, by & majority vote of the Commission,
a"Chatrman, who shall serve until the
‘Commission's inifial meeting after the next
gemeral slecton T which one’or more

ommissioners are slected. 1f the position
of Chairman becomes vacant, the Commis-
Sion shall elect another Commissioner to
Setve as Chateman for the remainder of the
term. ‘The Chairman of the Commi

authority over the
and compensation o

employees of the
Commission or any division thareof, ox.
penses And all contracts for spocial ser.
Vices. The chairman shall also appoint &¢
Teast one of the Commissioners to person-
sily preside over and hear every proceeding.
Before the Commission in which & rate In.

crease is requested.
SECTION2 POWER OF THE
COMMISSION.

‘The Public Utllities Commission i heraby
vested with the power and jurisdiction o
supkrvise and regolate every public utlity
(except public utities owned and operated
by a poltical subdivision o the state pur.
swant to Artice XVIIL, Scction 4 or other
provision of this Constitation), railronds
and other transportation for hire within
the state, including the detarmination of
appeals from munieipal rate fixing ordi-
ances, in such a manner and t Such ex.
et s the General Ascembly may provide.
‘The Commission may adopt. such rules to
govern ity proceedings as It deems neces-
Sary. Excent as otherwise pravided in this
Aricte, the Commission shall act by a con.
urring vote of at least three (3 of ite rmom.
bers, which number shall sonatitate &
Quorim for the transaction of business.

Borum for the transaction of business.

Tom Fries

SECTION4 PRIMARY NOMINATION.

At the first primary election after the
passags of this Amendment and at each
Drimary every o years thereafter, pri.
ary lections shall ba held for the purpose
of nominating perzons 4 nonparisan can.
didutes"Tor the ffce of Fuble Uthiien

SECTION 5 NOMINATION OF
CANDIDATES.

Nomination of candidates for the offce of
Public Utilities Commissioner shall be
made by a Statement of Candidacy and
Nominating Petitions as otherwise pro-
vided by aw. The Petitions shall b signed
by at least one thousand, bat not more than
W thousand, qualied elaciors, and shall
be filed with the Secretary of State hot
ter than four (8) PAL of the seventy-fifth
diay before the day of the primary slection
immediately proceding the general lection
at which such candidacy is o be voted upor.

SECTION 6 PRIMARY ELECTION.
If more than two persans fle Statements
of Candidacy and Nominating Petitions for
any one torm s Public Utiities Commis-
sicnor.a nonpurtisan primary election shall
be held for the purpose of eliminating all
sich nonpartisan candidates excopt for the
o whoreceive the highest mumber of
Votes, who shall then be isaued & certiicate
in as the nonpartisan candi
‘offies of Public Utilities Com-
‘the general cleetion.

SECTION 7 TERMS OF OFFICE.
One Commissioner shall be elecied for a
term commencing on the second day of
January of the first year following the irst
Brimary ‘and gonaral siections fer pas-
Zage of this smendment and expiring on 4
st day of January two (2) years thoreat.
ter, whase succesor shall be elected for &
six'year term commencing the second day
of Jumuurs of that year. Two Commission.
Srs shall e elected for terms commeneing
o the second and third days of January.
respectively, of the fira year following the
first primary and general elections after
Phssage of this amendment and sxpiring on
The firac and second dava of January. re
spectively, four (1) years thereaftar, whose
successors shall be elected for Six-year
terms commencing the second and third
days of January, respactively, that vear.
Two Commissianers ahall be elected for
sikcyear terme ommencing on the scond
and third days of January. respectively, of
the first vear following the frst primary
and general slections after passage of this
amendment Commissioners thereafter
T O s

T VLB N W VT HLESIOEIIY S
employed by, have any pecaniary interest
i o oceivt any monctary benefit from,
iy, eairaa, or comporation Tegu:
{stedhy the Pl e, Commisimor

o any corporaion, i, of pectnersh
R By ey e
' or rairoad, o other corporation, regu-
Inted by the Publi Uthsen Commisson of
Ohio.

SECTION 13 CRIMINAL PENALTIES:

The General Assembiy may provid
erifminal penaities for the Yiolation of any
Dravision of this Amendment.

SECTION 14_INTERPRETATION.
The suthority, funstions, duties, powers
onsibilties hersin conferrel
Ehia Conatitutional Amendment s
ind take priority over any con.
flicting wxisting authority, functions, -
ut rs and responsibilities,
Pl Dt Commssion and shalt be
supplementary to any existing or here.
inafeer providad functions, duties, powers
and responibilties of the Public Utiities
‘Commission of Ohio. The. authoriy, func.
tlons, dutics, powers and responsibilities
herein conferred shall be iberally con-
sirued sofurther he purpose o providing
Tor & air and just method of regulating the
utilities, railroads, and transportation for
hiro within the state.

SECTION 15 PRIORITY. :
Nothing authorized by this Conatiti-
tonal Amendment shall be deermed £9 Do
prowibited by any ather provision of the
Eonativation The provisions of this
Amendment ase hereby determined o be
Fensonatie and necessary to schieve o vital
‘ublu purpose of providing for fai and just
Texulation of athities and railroads apd
Eoxnsportation for hire in Ohio, Laws may
b emacied parsuant to'this Amendmens
and ach lawg ahall not bo mabject & re
Terendum, an, unless otherwiss providsd

Uherein, shah go int immediate efect.

SECTION 16 COUNSEL.

The Attorney General shall ba attorney
and legal counselof the Commission, but b
Shall desigmate, subject to spprovai of the
‘Chairman, one or more of his aesistants to

form the sorvices and discharge. the
luties of attorney to the Commission. Such
Sisietant shall recsive compensation paid
and determined in the same manncr s
other Commission employees

SECTION 17 _EFFECTIVE DATE.
The Public Utllties Commission of Ohia,
the offices of the appointed Commissioners
‘and the office of the Chaieman, theretofors |
existing, shail be abolished when the
Slected Public Utilities Commissioners'
ferms commence wnder the terms of this
Amendmant, and 441d Commissionets have
taken und subscribad to the oath of office
and filed any bond required by las. Al
Tunctions, duties, powers and respon-
sibiities that are by law devolved upon, |
Jested in and impored upon the Public
Ttilitien Commission of Ohic. the office'sl
the Commissioners of the Public Utilities 4

the Public Utiliies Commission, and upon
their employees, agents and siafl, there
upon shall be transferred to and devolved
hon, vested in, and imposed upon the
©lected Public Utiities Commission of ORi.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
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Commission shall be subject only to the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court as may
be provided by law ahd no other court but
the'Supreme Court shall have power o re.
View, suspend or delsy any order made by
the Pablic Dtilten Commisaion, or order.
enjoin, restrain, prohibit or interfore with
the Comimiasion or any Public Utiities
Commissioner n the performance o official
Auties.

SECTIONS DIRECT ELECTION OF

COMMISSIONERS,

e fve ) Commissoners o (e Pubic
itiea Commiasion shall be ¢lscted by the
Blectors of the staia at large, ane. shaie
terme, functions, dutiss, powers and re
sponsibilities ahall be a¢ provided herein
nd as they may bo supplemented by the
General Atsembis. The General Assembly
shail peovide & form of public financing for
These siections.

Yuars eviemmiig. tht wext diy wier the-
expiration of the previous terms. A Com-
micsioner shall continae in office sub-
Sequent to the expiration date of the term
untl u successar 18 qualified wnd takes of.
fide. No parson shall be appointed or elecied
4o the office of Commissioner for & period
ionger than two (3 full terms, except & per-
son slected or appointed to an initial term
of two () years or ess may serve two () full
erms in addition o that inital term.

SECTION 8 GENERAL ELECTION.

On the seventy-Gifh day before the day of
the next general election, the Secretary of
State shal cortify 1o the Board of Elections
of each county, the names of the candidatos
for the office of Public Utlitien Commis.
sianer to be aubmitted to the electora o the
ntire state, Such names shall be aubmitted
0 the voters In the aame manner as are the
candidates on the nonpartisan bailot for

OF STATE OF QHIO.
1, Anthany J.Celebrezze, Jr. Secrstary of
Stae, do hercby cerify hat the fregoing
v true copy of Amended Substitate House
Joiot Resolation No. 1, Amended Subst
‘te House Joint Resalution No. 1, an the
Fall text of & conatiutional amendment
ropossd by initiative petiion fled-in the
Bifce of the Secretary of State pursuan o
‘Articie 11 Section 1% of the Conatitation of
the State of Ohia, together with the bailot
Jungunge and explanations certified o me
by he ‘Ot Ballot Board and argumenta
sibmited to me by the proponents and op-
Ponents of the isues, as presersbed by law.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, [ huve
hereunto subscribed my name and affixed
B Rear oo v Cotamone O the 3

2y of September, 1982
inthony J. Celebresze, Jr.
“Socreiary of Siata
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