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PROPOSITIONS

FROM THE OHIO CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION TO THE CON-

GRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, RELATING TO THE AD-

MISSION OF OHIO.
(ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION PASSED IN CONVENTION, NOV. 29, 1802,

21 V., L. O., p. 44.)

We, the representatives of the people of the eastern division

of the territory northwest of the river Ohio, being assembled

in convention pursuant to an act of Congress, entitled "An act to

enable the people of the eastern division of the territory north-

west of the river Ohio to form a constitution and State govern-

ment, and for the admission of such State into the Union on an

equal footing with the original States, and for other purposes":

and, having had under our consideration the propositions offered

by the said act, for our free acceptance or rejection, do resolve

to accept of the said propositions, provided the following addi-

tion to and modification of the said propositions shall be agreed

to by the Congress of the United States, viz:

That, in addition to the first proposition, securing the sec-

tion No. 16, in every township within certain tracts, to the inhab-

itants thereof, for the use of schools, a like donation, equal to the

one thirty-sixth part of the amount of the lands in the United

States Military Tract, shall be made for the support of schools
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within that tract; and that the like provision shall be made for

the support of schools in the Virginia reservation, so far as the

unlocated lands in that tract will supply the proportion afore-

said, after the warrants issued from said State have been satis-

fied; and, also, that a donation of the same kind, or such pro-

visions as Congress shall deem expedient, shall be made to the

inhabitants of the Connecticut Reserve.

That all the lands which may hereafter be purchased of the

Indian tribes by the United States, and lying within the State of

Ohio, the one thirty-sixth part shall be given, as aforesaid, for

the support of public schools.

That all lands before mentioned to be appropriated by the

United States for the support of schools shall be vested in the

Legislature of this State, in trust, for said purpose.

That not less than three per cent. of the net proceeds of the

lands of the United States lying within the limits of the State

of Ohio, sold and to be sold after the thirtieth day of June last,

shall be applied in laying out roads within the State, under the

direction of the Legislature thereof.

And if the Congress of the United States shall agree to the

above addition to and modification of the said propositions, it is

hereby declared and ordained, that every and each tract of land

sold or to be sold by Congress, from and after the thirtieth day

of June last, shall be and remain exempt from any tax laid by

order or under the authority of this State, whether for State,

county, township, or any other purpose whatever, for the term

of five years after the day of sale, to be reckoned from the date

of certificate of the first quarterly payment.

That whereas Congress, by a law entitled "An act author-

izing the grant and conveyance of certain lands to John Cleves

Symmes and his associates," passed the fifth day of May, 1792,

did authorize the President of the United States to convey, by

letters patent, unto the said John Cleves Symmes and his asso-

ciates, their heirs and assigns, a certain tract of land therein

described; and did further authorize the President, by the act

aforesaid, to grant and convey unto the said John Cleves Symmes

and his associates, their heirs and assigns, in trust, for the pur-

pose of establishing an academy and other public schools and
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seminaries of learning, one complete township, to be included

and located within such limits and lines of boundary as the Pres-

ident may judge expedient; and, in pursuance thereof, the Pres-

ident did convey unto the said John Cleves Symmes and his

associates, their heirs and assigns, by his letters patent, the afore-

said one complete township, to be located and accepted by the

Governor of the territory northwest of the river Ohio; and, inas-

much as the township aforesaid has never been located and ac-

cepted, agreeable to the provision of the said act:

The convention recommend the following propositions to

Congress, as an equivalent for the one complete township afore-

said, to wit: The lots numbered 8, 11, and 26, reserved in the

several townships for the future disposition of Congress, or so

many of the said lots as will amount to the number contained

in the aforesaid complete township, to be vested in the Legis-

lature, in trust, to and for the purposes for which the said town-

ship was originally intended to be designated by the Legislature

of this State.

Resolved, That Thomas Worthington be appointed a special

agent to lay the aforesaid resolution and propositions before

Congress; and that said agent do endeavor to procure the assent

of Congress thereto.

Passed in convention, at Chillicothe, the 29th day of No-

vember, 1802.

EDWARD TIFFIN,

THOMAS SCOTT,              President of the Convention.
Secretary.
