CASEMAKER AND FASTCASE 

Prof. Deborah Klein’s Legal Research Class, Spring 2009

I.  CASEMAKER

A.  Contents generally
· Cases (NO HEADNOTES) and UNANNOTATED statutes for all 50 states and federal.  

· More for some states – ex. Ohio has regulations (Ohio Administrative Code), some administrative decisions,  jury verdicts, jury instructions
B.  Ohio

Currency & Coverage:  (click on upper right link that says Currency)- Reported cases go back pretty far, except Ohio misc cases back to 1999 only. Ohio unreported cases from 1981.
1.  Statutes

TRY IT-  Pull up Ohio Revised Code Section  3101.01 
Note:  

· Supercode – shows if statute affected by new legislation
· Browsing feature
· Session laws to update the statutes
2.  Cases
· Searching capabilities – Boolean and proximity connectors, field searching.

· Thesaurus search-  use a tilde in front of the word ex. ~transsexual
· Terms & connectors different than Lexis and WL, for example a space=”and”; for “or”, put terms in parentheses and put commas between them.

· Order results by rank or date
TRY IT:  try one of these searches in the Ohio cases database-

(3101.01,married,marriage,“birth certificate”) (transsexual, transgender,"gender reassignment",”sex change”) 
3101.01 ~transsexual
Note:  
· Caseknowledge – identifies relevant bar publications – similar to Resultsplus.  On the side of the result list.
· CASECHECK – Pull up a case – on the right hand side are cases citing that case.  Casemaker’s version of Shepardizing
· Gajovski v. Gajovski (1991), 81 Ohio App.3d 11  cites In re Ladrach (1987), 32 Ohio Misc.2d 6, 10, 513 N.E.2d 828, 832, but CASEMAKER DOES NOT INCLUDE THIS CASE!! Coverage starts in 1999 of Ohio Misc.   

TRY IT -  Search Ohio Unreported cases:
(3101.01,married,marriage,“birth certificate”) (transsexual, transgender,"gender reassignment",”sex change”)
C.  Cases from Other States
Click on State Libraries, Click on Multistate Case Law, to search all state case law

TRY IT:  Try this search in all state cases:
~transsexual w/15 (marriage,married,"birth certificate")

D.  Federal
· Note Currency
· multibook search – to search various federal sources at once – federal, cases, statutes, regulations and more.
TRY THIS SEARCH:
(transsexual,transgender) (marriage,”birth certificate”)
E.  More Comments on Casemaker 
· Can Print, Download but not email
· Does not save your searches
II.  FASTCASE
· Also unannotated & no headnotes
· Saves your searches!!
· Regulations are just links to Internet

· NOT free with student membership to Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association, free with regular membership.

A.  Ohio case law 
· Coverage not as good – Ohio unreporteds back to 2000, Ohio cases back to 1950, but DOES have Ohio Misc going back further

· Only a few field searches, Boolean & Natural language
Search Demo:  

(3101.01 OR married OR marriage OR "birth certificate") AND (transsexual OR transgender OR "gender reassignment" OR "sex change") – 11 hits
Note:
· HAS the Ladrach case – 1987 case from Ohio Misc.

· Authority Check--  Shepard’s-like feature showing the cases which cited the case of interest, but no treatment, such as followed, distinguished, overruled.  
B.  Search All Jurisdictions for Cases—
Demo:

(married OR marriage OR "birth certificate") w/15 (transsexual OR transgender OR "gender reassignment" OR "sex change")
Can’t do it!, Try--
(marriage w/15 transsexual) or ("birth certificate" w/15 transsexual) – 17 hits

C.  Ohio Statutes 
**11 states only have Internet links to the statutes, Ohio is one

III.  Versuslaw  - http://www.versuslaw.com/

- students can access for free – just provide your school name and law school email address
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