Research Assignment:  Research Using Alternatives to Lexis and Westlaw:  Free Internet, Loislaw, Casemaker, BNA and CCH .
For: Advanced Legal Research, Professor Kristina Niedringhaus, Fall 2010
___________________________________________________________
DIRECTIONS:  

· You must use an electronic source to answer the questions.  For example, Loislaw, Casemaker, BNA, CCH or free Internet web sites.  

· You CAN NOT use Lexis or Westlaw to answer the questions.
· State what source you used to find your answer.  
_____________________________________________________________________

1.  Find an Ohio jury instruction for Insurance Agent Liability, Duty of Care.  Where did you find it?
Casemaker
What two cases are cited for the insurance agent’s duty of care?

Damon's Missouri, Inc. v. Davis (1992), 63 Ohio St.3d 605; First Catholic Slovak Union v. Buckeye Union Ins. Co. (1986), 27 Ohio App.3d 169.

2.  Create a chart showing the payday lending laws for Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan and Pennsylvania.  How did you create the chart?  Which states have no specific payday lending law?
Create using CCH.  Do a search for chart payday lending.  Click on Practice Tool: Consumer Credit Topics Smart Charts.  Follow the prompts to create the chart.  Kentucky and Pennsylvania have no specific law.
3.  Find a brief discussion of an attorney’s duty to inform a client of settlement offers, and give the citation for this discussion.  
BNA Lawyer’s Manual of Professional Conduct, 31:506

duty /p inform /p "settlement offer" and scroll down 

OR use the INDEX to the PRACTICE GUIDE – settlements>communications with clients
4.  Find the 1998 sixth circuit case which held that laid off employees were entitled to notice that the employer was going to shut its plant:  Find the case using both: 1. Using Google Scholar Advanced Search AND 2.  Using a for-fee database other than Lexis or Westlaw, such as Casemaker, BNA, CCH or Loislaw.  
How did you find the case?  What was your search statement? On which website or database did you find the case?  (You may do so by attaching a screen shot of your search)

Give the citation of the case.  

Kildea v. Electro-Wire Products Inc. (CA6 1998),  144 F.3d 400 (CA 6, No. 96–1891, 5/13/98)
Can find on:

· US Law Week

· Google Search (sixth circuit notice plant closing laid off employees – appears on second screen of hits).  On Emery Law School site.  

· Google Scholar 

· Public Library of Law and more free Internet databases
· Casemaker

· Loislaw 

· CCH – use federated search box and just type in:   sixth circuit notice employees shut plant laid off
5.  If you did not have access to Lexis or Westlaw, how would you go about verifying that the case is “still good law”?  Try doing so for the case you found in question 4.  In one paragraph or so, describe how this method compares to using Shepards or Keycite?

Can use Globalcite in Loislaw or Casecheck on Casemaker.  Neither give editorial treatment – it is just a list of cases that cite the case. (although Casecheck Plus does)  One would have to read at least the part of the decision that cites the case in question.  
Free Shepards on the web: Look at Cited by in Google Scholar
For databases that do not even have a shepards-like feature, could also do a search for the name of the case in a case law database to see if it is cited in other cases.  
