Advanced Legal Research

October 19, 2009

Take-Home Assignment

Question #1

Has the Obama administration ratified the Convention on Cluster Munitions? Has the U.K.? What source(s) did you check? 

Question #2

According to the Cluster Munition Coalition, 

a. How many countries have used cluster munitions? 
b. How many countries have stockpiles of cluster munitions? 
c. Name the most recent conflict in which cluster munitions have been used. 
Question #3

Go to ODS, the Official Document System of the United Nations, located at http://documents.un.org/ . Using the Advanced Search function, look up this document: A/Res/63/42. (Hint: This is a UN document number, but in ODS it is called a “symbol.” )

a. 
What UN body issued it? 

b. 
Without even reading the text of the document, how could you know the answer to question (a)? 

c. 
What is the gist of this document? 

Question #4

Go to EISIL at http://www.eisil.org . Under the heading Use of Force, Arms Control and Disarmament, and then the sub-category “Other” locate information on the Mine Ban Treaty. 

a. What is another alternative name (besides Mine Ban Treaty) for the Mine Ban Treaty?  

b. What is the legal citation for the Mine Ban Treaty? 

c. Returning in EISIL to category Arms Control and & Disarmament, find out what the entry into force date was for the Chemical Weapons Convention. 

d. Returning in EISIL to category Arms Control and & Disarmament, find the legal citation (doesn’t need to be 100% Bluebook) for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. What is the citation?  What is the full name of the source in which you would find this citation? 

Question #5

Go to the CM Law Library’s European Union Law Research Guide [Law Library homepage >> Research Guides >> E] and read about the Official Journal under the Legislation section. Then go to Eur-Lex at http://eur-lex.europa.eu/en/index.htm . Using a Simple Search in the appropriate search category, pull up OJ L 165 26/6/2008. What is the title of this document? 

Question #6

Find President Clinton’s November 27, 2000 remarks on demining efforts in Hanoi, Vietnam in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. According to Clinton’s remarks on this day, how many Vietnamese are killed or injured each year because of landmines? 
