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Library Basics

Getting the materials you need (at C-M Law and beyond) -- Scholar, OhioLink, WorldCat, ILL

Materials on Library Reserve are denoted by three asterisks (***) in this handout. I have not included all materials on reserve in this handout. 
Cataloging Note: Some materials you might use will be classed BM for Jewish religion and others will be classed as KBM for Jewish law. If not held on Reserve especially for the class, the materials can be found on the Base Level of the library. 
Research Guides

On using research guides: There are basically two kinds of research guides and both can be useful. The first type is more or less a list of sources (books and websites), sometimes with annotations. They are quick references to help you find what you need. The second kind is more of an outline or overview of a subject. There’s a lot of text, fewer lists of websites and books, and you generally read these (or skim them) from start to finish – the last two listed below are examples of this type. 

Judaic Law Research Guide (Cleveland-Marshall College of Law) This guide will provide you with library call numbers for our library. Other guides’ call numbers will not necessarily match those in our library. Many of the materials in this guide (both books and websites) were specifically recommended by Prof. Werber for this class. I do not necessarily repeat everything found in this the C-M Library’s guide in this handout. 
Jewish Law Research Guide (University of Miami Law Library) 

Religious Legal Systems: A Brief Guide to Research and Its Role in Comparative Law (GlobaLex) Covers several religious law systems – would be useful for a comparative paper on two religious law traditions. 
Chad Baruch & Karsten Lokken, Research of Jewish Law Issues: A Basic Guide and Bibliography for Students and Practitioners 77 U. Det. Mercy L. Rev. 303 (1999-2000)
David Hollander, Jewish Law for the Law Librarian 98 Law Lib. J. 219 (Spring 2006) 
Don’t let the title fool you – it’s good for anyone, not just librarians. 
Basic Sources
For non-experts, these are the sources that can be most challenging to researchers. Jewish law research always incorporates some of these basic sources (some primary law), along with the more familiar legal research sources such as statutes, caselaw, treatises and law review articles. This is not a complete list of sources. 
Code of Maimonides: Books of agriculture, offerings, torts, acquisition, civil laws, judges  BM520.84 .A213 1949 *** 
Jewish National and University Library:  Online Heritage:  Treasures of the Library: Writings of Maimonides 

Code of Jewish Law (Ganzfried – Goldin) BM560 .G322 1963***
A Restatement of Rabbinic Civil Law KBM949.C55 Q94*** 
The Soncino Babylonian Talmud [CD-ROM] BM499.5 .E5 2005 Print version of this is The Babylonian Talmud  BM499.5 1961 
The Talmud = Talmud Bavli : The Steinsaltz edition (Babylonian Talmud) 
BM499.5 .E4 1989
The Babylonian Talmud : A Topical Guide / Judith Z. Abrams  BM504 .A26 2002 
American Reform Responsa: Jewish Questions, Rabbinic Answers BM197.C46 1983***
Reform Responsa (Central Conference on American Rabbis) 

Internet Sacred Text Archive
Full-text English translations of Tanakh, Talmud and Mishna, Haggada, Kabbalah, Midrash, and other historical and modern texts. 

Selected Secondary Sources

For additional secondary sources, search Scholar, the library catalog. 
J. David Bleich, Contemporary Halakhic Problems BM520.3 .B5***
Menachem Elon, Jewish Law: History, Sources, Principles BM520.5 .E4313 1991***

Menachem Elon, Jewish Law (Mishpat Ivri): Cases and Materials KBM524 .J49 1999 
Encyclopedic Sources

Don’t think of these sources in terms of using the World Book Encyclopedia in grade school. Think of them more in terms of legal encyclopedias such as AmJUR, CJS, or OHJur. 
Encyclopaedia Judaica  DS102.8 .E53 Law Reference
Encyclopedia of Jewish Medical Ethics BM538.H43 S7413 2003  Law Reference 

JewishEncyclopedia.com 

Containing the complete contents of the 12-volume Jewish Encyclopedia originally published between 1901-1906. It contains over 15,000 articles and illustrations. 
Articles & Indexes & Journals
Whereas some of the basic sources for Jewish law research may be totally new to you (the Talmud, codes of Jewish law, or Responsa), you are back in familiar territory with this type of legal research. For more detailed information on article research and other secondary sources, see C-M Library’s Scholarly Writing Resource Guide and Finding Articles in Law Reviews, Journals, and Other Legal Periodicals. 
Jewish Law Specific Indexes & Bibliographies
Bar-Ilan University Law Library – Index to Articles
RAMBI – The Index of Articles on Jewish Studies
Jewish Law Association – Abstracts
General Indexes
Find links to these and other sources from the Library’s Electronic Resources page. 

Index to Legal Periodicals

Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals 

Specialized Periodicals
Jewish Law Annual KBM80.A1 J4
Jewish Law Association Studies K10 .E76 


Judaism: A Quarterly Journal of Jewish Life and Thought (Westlaw – JQJLT)
Tradition: A Journal of Orthodox Jewish Thought (Rabbinical Council of America) Abstracts available online. Full-text available for purchase or older issues through ILL. 
Secular Israeli Law

A Guide to Legal Research in Israel (GlobaLex) 

Legal Research Guide: Israel (Library of Congress) 

Guide to the Israeli Legal System (LLRX) 

Foreign Law Guide – Israel 
The Knesset (The Israeli Parliament) Included full texts of the Basic Laws, Laws of Special Interest, and information on the legislative process. 

Case law: Decisions of the Supreme Court of Israel
Searchable database of decisions from 1948 to the present. Full-text decisions in rtf or pdf format. 
Israeli Ministry of Justice
Paper Topics: Approaches and Ideas
Picking a Topic 

· “Recycle” a general topic that you are familiar with, but examine it in a Jewish law context.

· Take this as an opportunity to explore/learn more about an area of law that interests you. This is a seminar – you can have fun with it!
· Incorporate this paper topic into the overall focus of your law studies. For example, if you see yourself as a future tax lawyer, take this opportunity to study tax law from a Jewish law perspective. The opportunity may not present itself again. 

· Do a comparative paper. You can compare a topic from a Jewish law and American law perspective. Or from a Jewish law vs. Canon law or Islamic law perspective. 

· Have a look at modern Israel and its laws and issues and apply Jewish law. 

· Be inspired by topics that others have written articles on (but be sure to avoid plagiarism [C-M Library research guide]) 

· See the C-M Library’s Judaic Law Research Guide for suggestions as to websites to mine for paper topics. 
Some Possible Topics (there are many many more) 
Alternative Dispute Resolution

Seth E. Lipner, Methods of Dispute Resolution: Torah to Talmud to Today 16 Am. Rev. Int’l Arb. 315 (2005)

Ethics

Elliot N. Dorff, Matters of Life and Death: A Jewish Approach to Modern Medical Ethics BM538 .H43 D68 1998***

Louis Flancbaum, “…And You Shall Live By Them”: Contemporary Jewish Approaches to Medical Ethics BM538 .H43 F55 2001***

Steven H. Resnicoff, Supplying Human Body Parts: A Jewish Law Perspective 55 DePaul L. Rev. 851 (Spring 2006)
Philip J. Bentley, The Shattered Vessel: The Dying Person in Jewish Law and Ethics 37 Loy. U. Chi. L.J. 433 (2006) 

Environmental Law

David Nir, A Critical Examination of the Jewish Environmental Law of Bal Tashchit “Do Not Destroy” 18 Geo. Int’l Env. L. Rev. 335 (2006) 

Law & Medicine
Abraham S. Abraham, The Comprehensive Guide to Medical Halachah BM538 .M4 A27 1990***

David M. Feldman, Birth Control in Jewish Law KBM353 .F4***

Steven F. Friedell, Medical Malpractice in Jewish Law: Some Parallels to External Norms and Practices 6 Chi.-Kent J. Int'l & Comp. L. 1 (Spring 2006)

Miryam Z. Wahrman, Fruit of the Womb: Artificial Reproductive Technologies & Jewish Law 9 J. Gender Race & Just. 109 (2005)

Intellectual Property

Neil Weinstock Netanel, Maharam of Padua v. Giustiniani: The Sixteenth-Century Origins of the Jewish Law of Copyright 44 Hous. L. Rev. 821 (2007)

Criminal Law

Cheryl G. Bader, “Forgive Me Victim for I Have Sinned”: Why Repentance and the Criminal Justice System Do Not Mix – A Lesson from Jewish Law 31 Fordham Urb. L.J. 69 (2003) 

Samuel J. Levine, An Introduction to Self-Incrimination in Jewish Law, with Application to the American Legal System: A Psychological and Philosophical Analysis 28 Loy. L.A. Int'l & Comp. L. Rev. 257 (2006) 

Tax

Adam S. Chodorow, Maaser Kesafim and the Development of Tax Law 8 Fl. Tax Rev. 153 (2007) 

Torts

Elliot Klayman & Seth Klayman, Punitive Damages: Toward Torah-Based Tort Reform 23 Cardozo L Rev. 221 (2001)

Elie Mischel, “Thou Shalt Not Go About As A Talebearer Among Thy People”: Jewish Law and the Private Facts Tort 24 Cardozo Arts & Ent. L.J. 811 (2006)
Corporate & Business Law
Steven H. Resnicoff, Jewish Law and Socially Responsible Corporate Conduct 11 Fordham J. Corp. & Fin. L. 681 (2006)

Urban Planning
Michael Lewyn, Suburban Sprawl, Jewish Law, and Jewish Values 13 Southeastern Envtl. L.J. 1 (2004) 
Women and the Law
Rachel Biale, Women and Jewish Law: An Exploration of Women’s Issues in Halakhic Sources KBM91 .W6 B5 1984***

Rachel Biale, Women and Jewish Law: The Essential Texts, Their History, & Their Relevance for Today BM729 .W6 B53 1995***

A Couple Web 2.0 Tools for Keeping Track of Research

Social bookmarking sites can be very useful for keeping track of online research. Some of the sites most frequently used for academic bookmarking purposes are:
del.icio.us 
Probably the most popular of all social bookmarking sites. You can use it for academic purposes, too. 
StumbleUpon
Also allows you to rate websites. 

CiteULike
Probably the most “academic” of the three, CiteULike is a scholarly bookmarking tool that allows you to make detailed bibliographic records for online sources. CiteULike automatically retrieves citation information from databases including JSTOR, Ingenta, ProjectMUSE and others. [Read about these databases in this C-M journals guide]. 
Research Services & Research Consultations
Research services librarians are there to assist you any basic research question. They have extensive hours: 

Monday – Thursday 
9am – 8pm

Friday                        
9am – 6pm 

Saturday                  
9am – 2pm 

You can schedule a personal research consultation with me to discuss your paper. Contact me by email (amy.burchfield@law.csuhohio.edu), phone 687-6885 or stop by my office in the library, near the Information Services Desk. 
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