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· Research Consultations. 

· For seminar paper research, you’re often looking more generally for a topic with the goal of writing a paper. 

· For litigation research, you’re trying to get something specific done: find a rule, a form, a statute of limitation, a jury instruction. 

· So it’s a lot more concrete than much of the other research you do in law school. 

· But the down side is that there’s clearly more of a definite answer and if you don’t find it, you’re in trouble. 

· The sources I’m going to go over are going to be as practical and practice oriented as possible. 

· In my talks about research, I usually drill into students that they should always start with a secondary source – often an article of some sort or a treatise. Here not so much. 

· You really just need a list of handy and practice direct sources to turn to. 

· That’s what I’m going to show you today. 

· I’ll show you a combination of L/W sources and print sources. 

· For Lexis and Westlaw I’ll show a couple specific sources and we’ll find these using looking for that specific source; and I’ll also show you generally where to go to find a lot of similar sources. 

· Follow along if you want, or just watch. 

Research guides

· Kind of like turning to secondary sources. But they’re not something you really read, just mine for information. Hop to and away from as needed. 

· Working from out guide. Other related guides on our site. 

· Always a good place to start. 

· Nutshells: Trial Advocacy, Pretrial Litigation, Trial and Clinical Skills

Our Litigation Research Guide

Our Related Guides

The Classics

· You have to be familiar with these. They are like Corbin on Contracts or Prosser and Keaton on Torts. 

· The classics will get you really really far. In fact, sometimes you won’t have to go any further. 

· Problem using these online: huge sets, easy to get lost

· I’ll suggest two ways to minimize this problem (use online ToC or use books with ToC; don’t waste time floundering around.)

Federal 

Wright & Miller

· Wright & Miller on Westlaw. (West Group publication); not on Lexis

· Also approx. 30 volume set

· Organized into: Criminal, Civil, Jurisdiction and Related Matters, and Evidence

· Use Table of Contents link to upper right – this resembles browsing the book ToC
· Or use the search box, but if confused, go to ToC

· Example: ToC >> Rules of Civ Pro >> to 12 >> Pleadings and Motions >> Pleading Special Matters >> Pleading Special Damages
Moore’s Federal Practice

· Moore’s on Lexis. (Bender publication); not on WL

· 30 volume set

· Broad categories: Pleadings, Motions, Orders, Discovery, Deposition, Judgments, Jurisdiction questions, Appellate procedure, Rules Criminal Procedure 

· Go to Subject >> Litigation >> Search Analysis >> Federal >> Moore’s 

· Stress searching or browsing the Index, even online

· Example: P >>> Pattern Jury Instructions >>> Section >> Annotations: Instruction should be brief. 
Ohio

I will show you one general all purpose source, and two specific sources that really deliver. 

Trial Handbook for Ohio Lawyers

· is on Westlaw (OHTRHB) ; not on Lexis. 

· General on all topics

· Use the online Table of Contents again!

· Example >>> Motions during Trial >> Continuance

· What’s not online in ToC --- Table of Laws and Rules – hone in on a specific provision – show example: 
Ohio Motions in Limine
· on Westlaw (Thomson West); not Lexis

· online has online ToC

· motion in limine – motion to exclude evidence from proceedings – specific to this

· Provides authorities and suggested motion text
· Example: Motion in limine to exclude evidence of non-called witness 
· Also has Table of Laws and Rules 
Elements of an Action

· on Westlaw (Thomson West); not Lexis

· Show ToC online
· Exampe: Intentional Infliction of Severe Emotional Distress: Text and Forms
Litigation Sources Generally on Lexis and Westlaw

· Lexis  >> Area of Law by Topic >> Litigation 

· Westlaw >> Topical Practice Areas >> Litigation 
Rules

· Usually pretty easy to find, so I won’t spend a lot of time on them. 
Federal 

· Look in the classics – Moore’s and Wright & Miller 
Gensler, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 
· is on WL (West Group publication) at FRCP-RC; not on Lexis
Lexis >> Litigation >> Find Court Rules >> Federal

Westlaw >> Court Rules >> Court Rules
Ohio

Guide to the Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure (Lexis publishing) 
· Written by three OSU Law professors!

· Is a Lexis Publishing book, but is not available online, only in print (checked this with chat) 
· Always gives you: Official Text; History of Rule; Editorial Comment; Lexis Recent Case Search. 
· Show Lexis Recent Case Search
Anderson’s Civil Rules Practice with Forms

· on Lexis (Anderson’s); not WL

· Table of Contents. 

· Example: Complaints >> Complaint for Negligence

Rules Generally on Lexis and Westlaw
Lexis >> Ohio >> Find Statutes…Court Rules >> Court Rules

WL >> U.S. State Mats >> Ohio >> Court Rules and Orders

Forms

· From my experience working reference, forms are what are most commonly asked for – by pro se patrons, by lawyers, and occasionally by law students when they’re working on assignments. 

· Forms are satisfying, ‘cause you can copy the language and tweek it to you party names and facts. 

Federal 
Bender’s Federal Practice Forms
· on Lexis (because Bender title); not WL

· DON’T use separate Index volume, because it’s not hyperlinked to the provisions!!

· Example: Chapt.71 Recovery of Chattel >> Complaint to recover chattel wrongfully taken. 
West Groups Causes of Actions

· on WL; not Lexis

· This is more than just forms – has plenty of explanatory text; related caselaw; sample complaints, etc. 

· no separate ToC

· So show book – couple pages: COA Action Guide; Index for that section; Table of Cases; 

· Online search: ci("33 coa2d 1") or citation search. 

· Then can link out. 
Ohio

Anderson’s Ohio Civil Practice with Forms

· is on Lexis (Anderson title); not WL
· point out also Anderson’s Ohio Civil Rules Practice with Forms
· Example: Animals >> Complaint for dog bite. 

Forms Generally on Lexis & WestLaw

· Lexis >> Search Forms and Drafting Instructions >> Federal or State

· WL >>> Topical Practice >> Litigation >> Forms, Treatises, CLEs
Jury Instructions & Jury Verdicts

Jury Instructions

· Lexis >> Litigation >> Find Jury Instructions

· Westlaw >> Litigation >> Jury Instructions

· Casemaker :: cclevelandcolleg      casemaker6469

· Ohio Jury Instructions ; OSBA Jury Instructions – generally non overlapping, so if you don’t find in Ohio Jury Instructions, check OSBA – this is unique to Casemaker

Jury Verdicts

· Lexis >> Litigation >> Find Briefs, Motions, Pleadings & Jury Verdicts >> Jury Verdicts & Experts
· Westlaw >> Litigation >> Jury Verdicts, Settlements and Judgments
· JVR Valuation Handbooks  --  example : Legal Malpractice 
The Real Specifics

· Already talked about Elements of an Action
Statute of Limitation for Ohio

· Anderson’s Ohio Annotated Civil Laws and Rules Handbook; Lexis publishing, but not online

· Show table in book 
Damages in Ohio

· Damages in Ohio Civil Trial Practice
· OJur entry on damages

Research Consultations ; Reference hours
