LEXIS/WESTLAW RESEARCH TIP SHEET 
Where to Start?

Secondary sources – particularly if you are unfamiliar with the terms of art in a particular area of law
________________________________________________________________________

Finding Databases to Search

LEXIS:  Drill Down from a tab OR use Find a Source.  

WESTLAW –  (1) Directory – a comprehensive list, (2) Tabs - incomplete list of sources OR (3) Search for a database (box to the left)
When using Find a Source or Search for a Database, sometimes helps to know the name of the source.  See Library research guides or ask a librarian

Use ResultsPlus or Shepards/Keycite to find secondary sources

________________________________________________________________________

Searching 
Step One – pull out key terms
Step Two – construct a broad search.

Step Three – narrow using focus or locate.   May be necessary to run several focus or locate searches as you discover more applicable terms of art. 

Pull out key terms:

· Identify concepts in the fact pattern, and keywords that correspond to the concepts

· Try to imagine what words a court, legislature or author of a secondary source would use to express those concepts

· It usually helps to write an issue statement, beginning with the word Whether.  Ex.  Whether a running race participant can recover for injuries caused by failure of event volunteers to remove a banana peel from the track, after they saw another runner slip on it, despite the race participant’s signing of a waiver releasing the race organizers for negligent acts of its employees?
Further reading:

CALI lesson – Introduction to Search Logic and Strategies  - part of the lesson re. “Choosing Keywords”

Construct the search

Remember the differences in Lexis and Westlaw Search language – see handout or http://www.law.csuohio.edu/lawlibrary/resources/lawpubs/LexisNexisandWestlawFeaturesCompared.html
Searching secondary sources - you can use a broader search than when looking at a case law database.  The secondary source is a summary of law, so relevant terms are closer together and there is less text.

Statutes – If want to search just the text of the statute itself, not the annotations, use the text field.  Example:  Lexis: text(frivolous and attorney /2 fees) Westlaw:  te(frivolous and attorney /2 fees)
Remember order of operations, or use parenthesis ---
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Example:  drug /5 kingpin OR drug /5 dealer and “death penalty”

Lexis or Westlaw will combine kingpin OR drug first because the OR operator is processed before the /5 operator.
The phrase should be entered using parenthesis:
     (drug /5 kingpin) OR (drug /5 dealer) and “death penalty”
Example:  Want to search for a particular evidence rule as applied to sexual abuse or rape cases.
"fed. r. evid 803" and sex! /3 abuse or rape  

Will read as: "fed. r. evid 803" and sex! /3 (abuse or rape)  - ie. sex! within 3 words of abuse or rape.

Must use parenthesis - "fed. r. evid 803" and ((sex! /3 abuse) or rape) ___________________________________________________________________
Ways to Narrow a search:

· increase proximity of terms --- instead of AND use /P, instead of /P use /S , etc.  

· add more terms

· use atleast command

· use segments – sy, di (synopsis & digest) for Westlaw or Coreterms or Headnotes for Lexis often work

· Use key numbers or headnotes

· Narrow to more authoritative court, especially if a common issue 

· Remove synonyms that give unwanted results.
___________________________________________________________________
Finding definitions:
Westlaw – use wp field -  wp(willful! or wanton!)

Lexis --  wanton! or willful! or willful! /5 (defin! or means)
______________________________________________________________________
Natural Language and Terms and Connectors Methods
	Natural Language Searching 
· Type in a question, the search engine performs a relevancy ranking.  Documents which contain the terms more frequently and with the terms closer together will appear at the top.  The best documents should be at or near the top.  
· Words such as the, of and whether are eliminated
· On Westlaw, legal phrases are identified and root expanders are automatically added.  (Lexis may do this too)
· Generally, the rarer the term in the database as a whole, the more weight (and higher placement) documents with that term will be retrieved.  Repeating a term adds to its weight.  
· If the first 20 documents are not good, do not bother looking at the rest.  
· Useful if you want to retrieve a sample of relevant cases when doing preliminary research, but bad if you need to retrieve all the cases on a topic
Westlaw – Natural Language search can be restricted by time period and/or by court, judge or attorney.  You can choose terms which must be included or excluded.   
LexisNexis -  Natural Language searches can be restricted by time period and many different segments (judge, counsel, court, disposition & more).  You can choose terms which must be included.  You can put phrases in quotes, and put synonyms after words like:  biological (natural) parents.
LexisNexis-Easy Search – “The Easy Search™ feature lets you enter search terms to run a quick search. You are not required to enter your terms using terms and connectors or natural language guidelines, but, if you do, the LexisNexis services automatically detect which type of search to perform.”
Term and Connector Searching 
· More precise 

· Better method if you need every case on a certain point.  

· Better if you are searching fairly common terms, especially procedural issues.



________________________________________________________________________

Shepards/Keycite

Limit by headnote, jurisdiction, keyword, etc.

You can shepardize/keycite a statute, regulation, law review article, not just a case.  

Table of authorities shows the cases your case cited.  Once in a great while a Shepards or Keycite will not tell you if the case is still good law.  The underpinning authorities to that case may have been overruled, but no subsequent cases cited your case.  
________________________________________________________________________

Finding the Most Frequently cited case:
Shepardizing or Keyciting a case will tell you how often it is cited
Westlaw – click on “most cited” in a relevant headnote

________________________________________________________________________

Tutorials:  

At LexisNexis for Law Schools home page, under the Learning LexisNexis tab, click on View All to see Tutorials, Videos and Webinar Recordings. 
At  lawschool.westlaw.com  home page, note the links to User Guides and Westlaw training in the grey navigation bar, underneath the top blue navigation bar.  
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