Charges and Defenses in People vs. The Maccabees
ORC 2903.01 Aggravated murder.
(A) No person shall purposely, and with prior calculation and design, cause the death of another
or the unlawful termination of another's pregnancy.
(E) No person shall purposely cause the death of a law enforcement officer whom the offender
knows or has reasonable cause to know is a law enforcement officer when either of the following
applies:
(1) The victim, at the time of the commission of the offense, is engaged in the victim's duties.
(2) It is the offender's specific purpose to kill a law enforcement officer.
(F) Whoever violates this section is guilty of aggravated murder, and shall be punished as
provided in section 2929.02 of the Revised Code.
(G) As used in this section:
(2) "Law enforcement officer" has the same meaning as in section 2911.01 of the Revised
Code.
ORC 2901.01 (11) "Law enforcement officer" means any of the following:
(b) An officer, agent, or employee of the state or any of its agencies, instrumentalities, or
political subdivisions, upon whom, by statute, a duty to conserve the peace or to enforce all or
certain laws is imposed and the authority to arrest violators is conferred, within the limits of that
statutory duty and authority;
(g) A member of the organized militia of this state or the armed forces of the United States,
lawfully called to duty to aid civil authorities in keeping the peace or protect against domestic
violence;
ORC 2903.02 Murder.
(A) No person shall purposely cause the death of another or the unlawful termination of another's
pregnancy.
(B) No person shall cause the death of another as a proximate result of the offender's committing
or attempting to commit an offense of violence that is a felony of the first or second degree and
that is not a violation of section 2903.03 or 2903.04 of the Revised Code.
(C) Division (B) of this section does not apply to an offense that becomes a felony of the first or
second degree only if the offender previously has been convicted of that offense or another
specified offense.
(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of murder, and shall be punished as provided in
section 2929.02 of the Revised Code.

ORC 2903.03 Voluntary manslaughter.
(A) No person, while under the influence of sudden passion or in a sudden fit of rage, either of
which is brought on by serious provocation occasioned by the victim that is reasonably sufficient
to incite the person into using deadly force, shall knowingly cause the death of another or the
unlawful termination of another's pregnancy.
(B) No person, with a sexual motivation, shall violate division (A) of this section.
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of voluntary manslaughter, a felony of the first
degree.
ORC 2901.05 Burden of proof - reasonable doubt - self-defense.
(A) Every person accused of an offense is presumed innocent until proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt, and the burden of proof for all elements of the offense is upon the prosecution.
The burden of going forward with the evidence of an affirmative defense, and the burden of
proof, by a preponderance of the evidence, for an affirmative defense, is upon the accused.
(C) As part of its charge to the jury in a criminal case, the court shall read the definitions of
"reasonable doubt" and "proof beyond a reasonable doubt," contained in division (D) of this
section.
(D) As used in this section:
(1) An "affirmative defense" is either of the following:
(a) A defense expressly designated as affirmative;
(b) A defense involving an excuse or justification peculiarly within the knowledge of the
accused, on which the accused can fairly be required to adduce supporting evidence.
(E) "Reasonable doubt" is present when the jurors, after they have carefully considered and
compared all the evidence, cannot say they are firmly convinced of the truth of the charge. It is a
doubt based on reason and common sense. Reasonable doubt is not mere possible doubt, because
everything relating to human affairs or depending on moral evidence is open to some possible or
imaginary doubt. "Proof beyond a reasonable doubt" is proof of such character that an ordinary
person would be willing to rely and act upon it in the most important of the person's own affairs.

