
Cleveland-Marshall Moot Court Team 
 
Who Are We? 

     Cleveland-Marshall’s moot court team competes
nationally in appellate advocacy competitions. Our 
members write appellate briefs and deliver oral 
arguments in competition format against students from 
law schools across the country.  
 
     Moot court students gain practical experience in
both legal writing and oral advocacy. Professor 
Carolyn Broering-Jacobs and Professor Kelly Curtis 
are the faculty advisors to the moot court team and 
provide ongoing instruction to team members 
throughout the year.  In addition, a local attorney 
coaches each individual competition team.  Finally, 
students perform various administrative tasks, such as 
contacting attorneys to volunteer as practice judges, 
fundraising, and organizing the Annual C|M|LAW Moot 
Court Night.  Team members earn three credits per 
year. 
 

Why Moot Court? 

     Current team members list many reasons for 
joining to moot court team: 
  

• Learn to work as a team. 
• It takes you out of your comfort zone. 
• You’ll build confidence. 
• You’ll get practical experience that is hard 

to find in the classroom. 
• A good way to meet upper-level writing 

requirement.  
• Boost your resume. 
• Network with local attorneys – coaches, 

practice-round judges, and other alums of 
the moot court team. 

• Interact with legal professionals of 
impressive skill.  

• Make and keep a lot of good friends. 
• Learn, write, and argue about an area of 

law that is typically unsolved and relevant. 
• Work with professors and other highly 

motivated students on a daily basis. 
• Get over the fear of public speaking. 
• Drastically improve writing skills. 
• Develop oral argument skills not easily 

found elsewhere in law school or even in 
early practice. 

• Learn how to critically think like a lawyer: 
create, analyze, and break down 
arguments. 

  

• Burton D. Weschler First Amendment 
Moot Court Competition, Washington, D.C.  

*October 19-20, 2012 
 

• National Moot Court Regional 
Competition, Detroit, Michigan 
 *November 10-11, 2012  
 
• William E. McGee National Civil Rights 
Moot Court Competition, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota  
 *February 21- 23, 2013 
 
• ABA National Appellate Advocacy 
Regional Competition, Boston, 
Massachusetts 
 *February 28 - March 2, 2013 
 
• August A. Rendigs National Products 
Liability Moot Court Competition, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 
 *March 15-16, 2013 
 

2012-2013 Competitions:  



 Successes and Upcoming Events 
 2012-2013 Successes 

     Our first competition for the 2012-2013 academic year took place in October. The team of Allison Weitzel, Jaclyn 
Staple, and Cara Kuftic competed in the Burton D. Wechsler First Amendment Moot Court Competition at American 
University in Washington D.C. The team made it to the octofinal round and finished in ninth place out of thirty-two teams. 
Additionally, Allison Weitzel was recognized as the seventh place oralist. 

 
     The C|M|LAW team competed in Detroit in the regional competition of the New York City Bar Association National 
Moot Court Competition, where Hannah Smith, Riannon Ziegler, and Elizabeth Collins finished third overall. Hannah, 
Riannon, and Elizabeth took top honors in brief writing, taking home the award for best brief. Elizabeth was also 
recognized as the third place oralist. The team of Joy Thomas, Gordon Gantt, and Amanda Martin also competed and 
made it to the quarterfinal round. 
 
     The first event of the Spring Semester was the 44th Annual Moot Court Night.  The evening featured a head-to-head 
competition between the McGee teams in front of Judge Christopher Boyko, Judge Melody Stewart, and Magistrate 
Judge Greg White.  The team of Kevin McConnell and Kyle Melling were the victors that evening, with Kevin McConnell 
recognized as the best oralist.  The two teams continued their representation of C|M|LAW in the William E. McGee 
National Civil Rights Moot Court Competition in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The team of Roxanne Rahamim, Katie Bender, 
and Zachary Graham won best brief and placed third overall out of thirty-five teams. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact 
one of the following executive members: 

 
Hannah Smith, Chairperson 

h.m.smith41@cmlaw.csuohio.edu 
 

Cara Kuftic, Vice-Chairperson 
c.kuftic@cmlaw.csuohio.edu 

 
Roxanne Rahamim, Vice-Chairperson 

r.rahamim@cmlaw.csuohio.edu 
 

Try out for the team: 

     All 1L and 2L students are eligible to become a member of the team. Try-outs consist of both a writing 
component and an oral argument component. The writing component consists of a timed and anonymous writing 
exercise to take place in room 11 on your choice of either Friday, March 22 at 1:00 p.m. or Saturday, March 23 at 
10:00 a.m. Students will be given a prompt with relevant law to demonstrate their legal writing skills. 
 
     The oral component will take place after final exams, once the finalists are selected from the writing 
component. Students will be given a problem and will argue that issue in front of the current members of the moot 
court team.  
 
     New members will be chosen based on a combination of both writing and oral scores.  Please watch your 
emails for more information 


