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1. When do Honors students apply for early law school admission to Cleveland-Marshall College of 
Law (C|M|LAW)? 
It is suggested that you complete the “Honors Program Law School Intent to Enroll”, at the earliest point that 
you may have an interest in law school. The form should be turned into the Honors Program for processing. 
Completing this form does not commit you to law school attendance; however, the form fulfills the requirement 
of making your intentions known regardless of the number of credit hours you have earned upon entering the 
Honors Program or your academic status (i.e. AP credits, freshmen, sophomore, junior, transfer etc). Should you 
decide not to pursue law school, the form is considered null and void.  

 
2. When should Honors students begin submitting application materials for law school? 
Of course the answer to that question is going to be different for freshmen than it is for juniors. In general, 
Honors students should submit their materials by May 1st (see Guide) prior to their graduation. Cleveland State 
University (CSU) has graduation dates in May and December, therefore- if you are graduating in May of any year, 
you must submit your documents no later than May1st of the year prior. If you are graduating in December of 
any year, you must submit your documents by May1st of the same year. If you are graduating in July of any year, 
you must submit your documents by May1st of the prior year. Submission of your materials will ensure that 
protocols for this early law admission process have been met to enter law school in Fall semester (the only entry 
cycle for law school) following your graduation. 
  

3. What credentials do Honors students have to submit and where should these materials be sent? 
Please review the “Honors Program Early Law School Admission Guide”.  It will tell you when, what and where 
you need to submit materials to complete your application. The guide also contains links (see LINK) where you 
will be able to retrieve information and instructions. You are always welcome to reach out to the C|M|LAW 

Admission department as well. 
 
4. What are the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) and the Credential Assembly Service (CAS)? 
Founded in 1947, The Law School Admission Council (LSAC) is a nonprofit corporation that provides unique, state-
of-the-art products and services to ease the admission process for law schools and their applicants worldwide. 
The Council is best known for administering the Law School Admission Test (LSAT®), and currently, 218 law 
schools in the United States, Canada, and Australia are members of the Council and benefit from LSAC's services.  
 
All law schools approved by the American Bar Association (ABA) are LSAC members, as are Canadian law schools 
recognized by a provincial or territorial law society or government agency. LSAC also processes academic 
credentials for an average of 60,000 law school applicants annually, provides essential software and information 
for admission offices and applicants, conducts educational conferences for law school professionals and prelaw 
advisors, sponsors and publishes research, funds diversity and other outreach grant programs, and publishes 
LSAT preparation books and law school guides, among many other services.  
 

https://www.law.csuohio.edu/sites/default/files/shared/honors_program_intent_to_enroll_form.pdf
https://www.law.csuohio.edu/sites/default/files/shared/honors_program_-_early_law_school_admission_guide.pdf


  
Honors Program 

Early Law School Admission Guide 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Within the LSAC site, you will be asked to establish an account in the Credential Assembly Service.  (CAS) 
streamlines law school admission by allowing applicants to have all transcripts, recommendations, and 
evaluations sent only once to LSAC. LSAC summarizes and combines that information with LSAT scores and 
writing samples into a report that is sent upon request to the law schools to which the applicant applies.  
 

5. What makes an Honors student’s process of applying to law school different from others applying?  
All applicants submit the same documents; however Honors student’s admission is automatic, pending criteria 
established by The Honors Program and C|M|LAW have been met. The criteria for the Honors Early Law School 
Admission option includes consent by the Honors Program to allow the C|M|LAW Admission department access 
to review the collection of information obtained from Honor’s students and the Program, submission of materials 
outlined in the Guide and the CAS report in order to render an in-house admission decision with immediacy. With 
that said, this agreement between C|M|LAW and CSU recognizes that Honors student have completed a rigorous 
course of study indicating a high probability for admission to law school, therefore early admission is granted.   
 

6. What is a character and fitness assessment? 
To be permitted to practice law, all applicants to the Bar must pass a character and fitness screening by Bar 
examining authorities in addition to passing the Bar exam itself. The screening is thorough and is designed to 
determine whether the applicant's past conduct justifies the trust of clients, courts, other lawyers, and the public. 
All students admitted to C|M|LAW are encouraged to determine their character, fitness, and other qualifications 
for admission to the Bar in the state(s) in which one intends to practice. 

 
7. May an Honors student pursue a dual degree and, are there additional requirements to do so? 
Yes, absolutely; however, there may be other requirements necessary for entry into the other degree program. 
The link provided here will take you to the faculty person, who you should contact for further details about the 
degree program one will pursue with the C|M|LAW program.  

 
8. Are there fees involved in applying for law school? 
Yes, quite a few. Please review the “Honors Program Early Law School Admission Guide”. The guide contains 
links (see FEES) where you will be able to retrieve contact information and instructions. You are always welcome 
to reach out to the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law Admission department as well. 

 
9. What method of payment is allowed for fees and where are fees accepted? 
CSU as well as other educational institutions, C|M|LAW, LSAC and CAS all have fee payment requirements listed 
on their sites. Additionally, the “FEES” section on the “Honors Program Early Law School Admission Guide” will 
link you to the cost for services you need. 

 
 
 

https://www.law.csuohio.edu/academics/curriculum/dualdegreeprograms
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10. Will an Honors student be able to choose full-time or part-time status as a law student, or is that 
decision reserved for C|M|LAW? 
Honor’s students may indicate their preference for status; however, C|M|LAW reserves the right to place Honors 
students in full-time status, part-time status or in the Legal Careers Opportunity Program. 

 
11. Do Honors students have to purchase official transcripts for submission even though they attend 
CSU? 
The answer is yes. Not only do you have to purchase transcripts from CSU, but all institutions you attended in 
pursuit of your undergraduate degree. Additionally, you MUST also send in a final transcript showing that your 
degree is conferred with the Honors designation. This will satisfy what is being asked of you for final submission 
to the CAS and for early law admission at C|M|LAW. 

 
12. What if an Honors student does not complete their degree with an Honor’s designation? Can 
he/she still go to law school? 
Yes, you can still apply for law school.  The committee will review your law application file under regular 
admission guidelines.  

 
13. What is considered a competitive score for the Law School Admission Test (LSAT)? 
The LSAT scores range from 120 -180 points. The higher the score, the better predictor for success in adjusting to 
the rigorous demands of law school curriculum.  
 

Do Honors students have to submit transcripts before and after their degrees are conferred? 
Yes again. Not only do you have to purchase transcripts from CSU, but all institutions you attended in pursuit of 
your undergraduate degree. Additionally, you MUST also send in a final transcript showing that your degree is 
conferred. You must also send the Honors Program verification that certifies your Honors designation. This will 
satisfy what is being asked of you for final submission to the CAS and for early law admission at C|M|LAW. 
 

14. Do Honors students have to enter C|M|LAW directly after completing their undergraduate 
degree, in order to take advantage of the early admission and placement policy? 
Yes, you do; early admission for Honors students do not allow for delays in matriculating into and through law 
school.  
 

15. Is there any financial support for Honors program graduates who are applying to law school? 
All students admitted to C|M|LAW are considered for scholarships. Students who receive scholarships earn 
them, in part, for competitive performance on the LSAT test and undergraduate CUM gpa. LSAT test scores range 
from 120-180 points and, the higher the LSAT score, the better predictor for adjusting to, and succeeding the 
rigorous demands of law school.  


